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(Summary)

The article poses particularly important issue about the ratio between the
established property rights of women in medieval Bulgarian kingdom and her
actual property status, between theoretical-legal and the women’s actual
capacity and possibility for material autonomy. For this purpose, collated is the
information from the Bulgarian legislation collections, mostly the Slavic
Eclogue and the sources containing information on the actual application of the
legislature provided for the women’s property rights. Analyzed is the attitude of
the medieval legislature toward the material capacity of women, which is always
considered in an integral connection with their place in the family, in other
words, depending on whether they are daughters, wives, widows or mothers.
Thoroughly discussed is the issue of women’s rights over dowry, marriage gift
and inherited property, obtained from parents or the death of the husband. An
important part of the study is the question of the composition of assets that are
owned by the wife or daughter of the average Bulgarian and in particular what
part of it was real estate, especially land. Sources, although scarce indicate that
both by law and in practice women had some proprietary rights over movable
and real estate property, including land, received as dowry or inheritance.



