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(Summary) 

 

The author examines two main politology interpretations of state socialism: 
totalitarian dictatorship and catch-up modernization. He reveals their ideological 
bases and political roots, showing the adequacy and inadequacy of these views in 
comparison with theoretical work of Karl Marx, the practical development of V. 
Lenin and the imperial policy of Y. Stalin. According to the author state socialism 
in Eastern Europe was closest to the concept of “totalitarian dictatorship” in the 
late 1940s and early 1950s, and to the concept of “catch-up modernization” – in 
the 1960s and first half of 1970s. The author also examines the driving forces of 
reform of state socialism in Eastern Europe and the attempts at reforms based on 
the “Prague Spring” and its destiny. The researcher argues that in order to reform 
the state socialism, there had to be simultaneous reforms in the economic and 
political sphere – something that did not happen even during “perestroika”. Only 
after the 1990 the model “party -state” in Eastern Europe was liquidated. 


