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FROM REBELLION TO LEGAL POLITICAL LIFE: IMORO AFTER
THE YOUNG TURK REVOLUTION

(Summary)

The Young Turk Revolution from the summer of 1908 led to a temporary
democratization of the social and political life in the Ottoman Empire. Under the
influence of the changed environment, the Internal Macedonian-Odrin
Revolutionary Organization (IMORO) suspended its armed activity and
legalized its bands. The organization actively participated in the establishment
of political formations on Bulgarian national basis, temporarily removing from
its program the achievement of “full political autonomy” for the regions of
Macedonia and Odrin. Although legalized, IMORO retained its strong influence
among the Bulgarian population in the Macedonia and Odrin regions. It was not
officially disbanded and continued its existence, albeit in a highly altered form
and in the conditions of a deep division within the revolutionary movement.
This situation persisted until 1910 when, under the influence of the ever more
complicating circumstances in the Ottoman Empire, the Internal Revolutionary
Organization began to restore its structures and permanently oriented itself
towards renewing the armed liberation struggle.



