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(Summary) 

 

This study tries to delineate the socio-religious profile of Sofia slaveholders in 
mid-16th – mid-18th centuries mainly on the basis of relevant documents found 
in the local Sharia court’s registers dating from the same period. The analysis of 
a sample of 211 slave-owners reveals, first of all, that slaveholding in Ottoman 
Sofia was relatively widespread, comprising not only the provincial askeri elites 
but also the representatives of the lower strata of the askeri group, as well as 
ordinary citizens – traders and craftsmen, including (although, on a very modest 
scale) non-Muslims. Secondly, the examination of the documents in the sample 
showed a slight preponderance of cases, in which slave owners and ex-owners 
proved themselves supportive and helpful in one way or another to their slaves 
and ex-slaves. In this context the symbolic value of the slaveholding as an 
emblem of status and piety has been discussed, especially in connection with the 
phenomenon of some relatively poor and/or newly-Islamized people joining the 
ranks of slaveholders. 

 


