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INDULGENCES ISSUED BY ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATES. PART 1

(Summary)

The study, published in Greek in 1983-1985, is devoted to a phenomenon in the
Eastern Orthodox Church that had not, until then, been the subject of a special
research in the field of social history. Based on a vast array of historical sources,
the author presents and analyzes facts about the production and distribution of
indulgences from the Patriarchates of Constantinople, Alexandria, Jerusalem and
Antioch from the 16th to the 20th century. The emergence and gradual
establishment of the institution of indulgences in Eastern Orthodoxy is traced
within the socio-political and cultural context of four centuries, focusing on the
reasons for the introduction of indulgences, the stages of gradual standardization
of their text, and the various forms of their distribution. The phenomenon is
reflected in detail, taking into account its extension into the field of dogma,
economics, social and political relations. The study sheds new abundant light on
Important issues in the history of the church, societies and attitudes in the world
of Eastern Orthodoxy. An inventory of 57 printed Orthodox indulgences is also
attached.



