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THE 1990s: RESEARCH ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

(Summary)

The article presents an overview of key research themes and addresses challenges
inherent in the study of Bulgaria’s relations with the European political and
economic sphere during the late 1980s and the 1990s. Rather than providing a
comprehensive examination of Bulgaria’s transition, the focus is primarily on the
historiographical aspect, delving into Bulgaria’s path toward the EEC/EU. The
article outlines the difficulties researchers face when working with archival
sources and electronic information, emphasizing the positive impact of expanded
access to declassified documents, outlining, for example, the various stages of the
negotiation process between Bulgaria and the EEC/EU’s institutions before and
after the landmark year of 1989. It marks the initial systematic attempt to
categorize Sofia-Brussels relations from a historical perspective, representing a
noteworthy contribution to the field. This is the first attempt at such a
systemization of Sofia-Brussels relations from a historical perspective, which is
one of the contributions of the present article.
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